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Request for Proposals (RFP) 
RFP# P001-26 

 

The Board of Education for Douglas County School District 0001 (Omaha Public Schools) 
Invites Submission of Proposals for: 

Middle School Exploratory Courses Curriculum, Resources, Supplies, and Equipment 
 

TO BE CONSIDERED, PROPOSAL SUBMISSIONS MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE 
PROPOSAL SUBMISSION DEADLINE.  

 
LATE PROPOSAL SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

 
 

SUBMIT COMPLETED PROPOSALS TO: 
 

adoptionbids@ops.org 
 

 
 

Important Proposal Submission Information and Deadlines: 

Request for Proposal Title and RFP Number 
Middle School Exploratory Courses Curriculum, 
Resources, Supplies, and Equipment P001-26 

Date of Issuance of RFP July 9, 2025 

Deadline for Submission of Questions July 16, 2025 @2:00 p.m. CT 

Proposal Submission Deadline August 6, 2025 @ 2:00 p.m. CT 
 

 

Question Submission Email Box adoptionbidsqa@ops.org 

Proposal Submission Email Box adoptionbids@ops.org 

Microsoft Teams Meeting Phone Number for a 
Proposal Opening 

402-509-3892 

Microsoft Team Conference ID for Proposal Opening  98 674 883# 

Address for In Person Proposal Opening 
Omaha Public Schools -TAC 
3215 Cuming St, Omaha NE 68131 

 
  

mailto:adoptionbids@ops.org
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1.0 REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS AND PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 

1.1 RFP INVITATION 
 

The Board of Education (“Board”) of Douglas County School District 0001 (Omaha Public Schools) 

(“District” or “OPS”) invites proposals from firms for Middle School Exploratory Courses Curriculum, 

Digital Materials, Resources, Supplies, and Equipment (collectively the “Materials” as more fully 

defined herein) to be used in the District’s Career and Technical Education courses for grades 6-

8.  The District is seeking Materials that are specified in the RFP Documents (as defined in Section 

4.00 hereof) from qualified and experienced firms (“Firm” or “Firms”). The District’s selection 

committee will evaluate the proposals and the Materials submitted and make recommendations to 

the Board of Education. The Board will make the final decision as to which Firm or Firms, if any, 

will supply the Materials. Multiple Firms may be awarded contracts for some or all of the Materials 

(each a (“Contract”).  Once the Contract terms are negotiated and agreed upon by the District and 

the selected Firm or Firms, the Contract or Contracts will be presented to the Board of Education 

for approval. 

 

1.2 PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE 

 
The District has tentatively determined the schedule for selection of the Materials as follows:  
 
July 9, 2025 Request for Proposals issued.  

July 16, 2025 Deadline for submitting questions by 2:00 p.m. CT.  

August 6, 2025 Proposals due by 2:00 p.m. CT.  

August 18, 2025 

 

Committee review, Materials review, reference check, 
selection of Firms for further review. 

September 5, 2025 Notification of Firms selected for further review. 

September 12, 2025  Presentation and demonstration of Materials selected for 
further review provided by the Firm (may be in-person or 
a virtual recording).  Selection of Firms for field testing. 

September 19, 2025  Notification of Firms selected for field testing. 

October 2025– February 2026  Field testing of Materials and additional presentations, if 
requested by the District.  

April-May 2026 Recommendation of selected Materials to the Board of 
Education for approval and negotiation of a Contract.  
Presentation of the Contract to the Board for approval.  

 

The selected Materials are anticipated to be utilized District-wide beginning in the 2026-2027 school 

year, with the potential to extend to additional school years. These schedules are subject to change 

depending on District needs, as may be determined by the District. Any change will be 

communicated to each Firm known to the District as a participant in this RFP solicitation. 
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2.0 PRODUCT REQUIREMENTS    
 

2.1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

Materials to be furnished shall include both teacher and student Materials, including but not limited 
to student textbooks/resources, teacher manuals, student and teacher digital resources, 
supplemental materials including but not limited to digital companion resources, equipment and 
certifications, corresponding equipment, professional development, and technical support for 
Middle School Exploratory Courses. 

 

2.1.1 Content must align with local, state, or national Career and Technical Education 
standards (link to Nebraska standards) and/or Nebraska Standards for Career Readiness 
(link to Career Readiness standards).  Course titles, descriptions, and alignment to state 
titles can be found in the Course List set forth in Exhibit C. 
 
2.1.2 Materials must incorporate evidence-based approaches, strategies, and 
resources so all learners can access the content.  
 

2.1.3 Materials must incorporate multicultural education at all grades, including a 
balanced portrayal of demographics and characteristics represented throughout the 
District.   
 

2.1.4 Materials should support a digital blended learning model, which includes 
instructional design where teacher-led instruction is enhanced with online learning.   
 

2.1.5 Digital and online resources ("Digital Materials") should be accessible to all 
learners, which includes closed captioning and audio support.  
 
2.1.6 Materials should include structured units to serve as guides for teachers, as well 
as flexible options that empower teachers to customize instruction.  

 

2.1.7 Materials should be designed to foster collaborative conversations among 
students and between students and teachers, emphasizing communication and literacy 
skills that support students in reading on-grade level. The design should provide guidance 
and resources for teachers to develop their expertise in facilitating these conversations 
effectively.  
 
2.1.8 The cost of the Materials, as indicated in the Firm’s proposal, shall remain fixed 
for the duration of the initial Contract Term (either 3 years, 5 years, or 7 years, as selected 
by the District). After the initial term, pricing for any annual extensions, up to a maximum 
total Contract length of seven (7) years, must remain consistent with the rates specified 
in the proposal or follow a clearly defined rate schedule provided in the Contract. 
 
After the initial order of Materials, the District may purchase additional Materials during 
the Contract Term, including any annual extensions, at the price stated in the Contract 
with the Firm.  All pricing shall remain subject to the conditions outlined in the Pricing 
Stability section of this RFP. 
 
2.1.9 If selected, the Firm must be able to provide all new Materials to the District in time 

for students and staff to use before the start of the 2026-2027 school year. 

 

2.1.10 Open Education Resources or resources provided at no cost may be submitted as 

part of the proposal. 

 

https://www.education.ne.gov/nce/state-model-programs-of-study/
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/2017CareerReadinessBookletWEB.pdf
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2.2  TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

 

The Firm’s proposed Materials must meet the following technology requirements for the field test 

and, if selected, any subsequent Contract awarded to the Firm by the District:  

 

2.2.1 Technology instructional tools must support digital citizenship, digital classroom 
management, and digital literacy.  

  

2.2.2 Digital Materials must include teacher and student resources that support 

integration with the District's digital learning platforms (e.g., Canvas, Clever, and Microsoft 
Teams).   
  
2.2.3 Digital Materials must include a comprehensive online platform, digital 
manipulatives, professional learning resources, an online planner, customizable 
assessment tools, and digital student and teacher resources.   
 
2.2.4 All applications must be compatible with current Windows, MAC OS, or mobile IOS 

(iPads).  

  

2.2.5 The District is requesting IMS-certified support for One Roster 1.2. Evidence of a 

valid conformance certification, including the current registration number, must be available 

from the IMS Global website. 

2.2.6 Firms will provide the following information:  

• Clever SSO Integration and Clever Rostering Integration  

• SFTP server for data file transmission  

• Bandwidth requirements for the application to run  

2.2.7 Preference for Materials to include for management and monitoring tools 
accessible to teachers, administrators, and District technical support staff to facilitate 
technical support and management.  

2.3 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

The selected Firm or Firms must provide job-embedded and on-demand professional learning 
opportunities for District staff.  This includes specific training for those implementing the adopted 
materials for the fall of 2026 in the District’s middle schools.  

 
2.3.1 Professional development should support a virtual learning community for 
teaching and reflection. This may include teaching videos, asynchronous, synchronous, 
and in-person options.   

 

2.3.2 The Firm or Firms will collaborate with the District to design customized 
professional development.  
 
2.3.3 Professional development should reinforce high expectations and opportunities 
for all learners to engage with and achieve course content standards. 

 

2.4 DIGITAL MATERIALS LICENSING AND SUPPORT 

 

2.4.1 For both the field test and the Contract Term, the Firm shall grant the District the 

appropriate licenses needed to allow the District's authorized users full use and functionality 

of the Digital Materials. 
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2.4.2 The Firm shall provide the District with all upgrades and updates and continuing 

access to the most current versions of the Digital Materials made available during the 

entirety of the Contract Term.  The foregoing shall include any major or minor modifications, 

improvements, error corrections, bug fixes, or workarounds to the software application or 

website, or solely to ensure the software or website performs according to its specifications 

and generally released to its customers during the Contract Term.  Updates may contain 

new features or enhancements, improved compatibility, fixes for identified problems, and/or 

but not limited to improved security protection.   

 

2.4.3 The District shall have the ability to perform acceptance testing on the Digital 

Materials in order to ensure that the Digital Materials conform to the written specifications, 

documentation, and the District's technical requirements throughout the Contract Term. 

 

2.4.4 The selected Firm or Firms shall provide help desk support and other on-going 

maintenance and support services during both the field test and the Contract Term for any 

issues that arise with the Digital Materials. 

 

2.5 PRINTING PERMISSIONS  

 

The Firm shall provide the District with a comprehensive list of all external websites, platforms, or 

online resources (hereinafter referred to as "Whitelisted Sites") required to access or support the 

proposed Materials. This includes, but is not limited to, instructional content, digital tools, 

supplemental resources, professional learning platforms, and any third-party integrations. All 

Whitelisted Sites must comply with the District’s data privacy policies, security protocols, and 

content standards. Access to these sites must be appropriate for educational use and suitable for 

student and staff access within the District’s network environment. The District reserves the right 

to approve or deny access to any site based on its review of compliance with these standards. 

 

2.5.1 TRANSFER AND PRINTING RIGHTS 

 

The PDF files will be transferred to the District via an agreed-upon secure process following 

the District's purchase order issuance. During the Contract Term, the District shall have 

the right to print, make copies of, and distribute the PDF files only to School Users, and 

solely for the District’s educational purposes. Any other use of the files would require 

express written consent from the Firm. Upon termination of the Contract, the rights granted 

to the District and reproduce the PDF Materials will terminate. 

 

2.5.2 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OWNERSHIP 

 

All rights, title, and interest in the Materials, including any improvements and derivative 

works, will remain solely with Firm or its licensors. The District will retain ownership of 

materials created by the District to supplement the use of the Materials. The District will 

also include the ISBN numbers in the attached documents for Firm’s reference. 

 

2.5.3 RESPECT FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  

 

If the Firm does make all content of the Materials available for District to print, the District 

will: 

 

• Download the Firms’ file to a secure location accessible only by OPS Print Shop 

staff. 
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• Refrain from modifying the Firm’s workbook content in any way. The District may 

print and distribute only those materials actively used for instructional purposes by 

School Users during the Contract Term.  

• Add a disclaimer for any pages OPS creates, clarifying that this content is original 

to the District, not the Firm. 

• Ensure that the Firm’s file is editable solely to facilitate printing by OPS without 

modification of the content and that OPS retains the same rights to print, including 

rights for any stock photos used in the workbook, strictly in accordance with the 

Contract terms. 

 

2.6 CONTRACT TERM 

 

The District seeks flexibility in the length of the Contract Term to align with its curriculum review 

cycle and evolving needs. The initial Contract Term may include: 

 

• 3-Year term with Extensions: The initial Contract Term is three (3) years, with the option 

for annual extensions of the Contract Term of up to a maximum total Contract Term length 

of seven (7) years. 

• 5-Year term with Extensions: The initial Contract Term is five (5) years, with the option for 

annual extensions of the Contract Term of up to a maximum total Contract length of seven 

(7) years.  

• 7-Year term: The initial Contract Term is seven (7) years, with no annual extensions. 

 

The decision to extend the Contract will be at the sole discretion of the District and will be based 

on the Firm’s performance, compliance with Contract requirements, and the ongoing relevance and 

effectiveness of the Materials. The District will provide written notice of an extension on or before 

the expiration of the then-current term. 

 

As used in the RFP Documents the word “Term” or the phrase “Contract Term”” means either the 

3-year initial Contract Term, the 5 Year initial Contract Term, or the 7-year Contract Term, as 

appropriate, together with all annual extension(s) of that initial Contract Term that are exercised by 

the District. 

 

 

3.0 PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

3.1 GENERAL 

 

In addition to submitting the Materials required by the RFP Documents (see Section 4.4 below for 

Material submission requirements), the Firm’s proposal shall also contain, at a minimum, the 

following information under the following sections, which must be organized in the order below.  

This information provided by the Firm should be included within the Proposal Form that is a part of 

the RFP Documents, in the appropriate area indicated on that form.  Firms may use a format of 

their choosing within the sections the Firm adds to the Proposal form.  Firms may use a format of 

their choosing within the sections.  The District may reject any proposal that does not contain the 

required information.    

 

3.2 FIRM PROFILE  

 

3.2.1 Identification of the Firm, including the address of its principal office, the principal 

contact person, telephone, e-mail address, and date the Firm was organized.  State 
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whether the Firm is a corporation, limited liability company, partnership, or other entity and 

the state of the organization.  

  

3.2.2 Size of the Firm and the geographic scope of its operations (i.e., local, regional, 

national).  

 

3.2.3 Identify the person signing the proposal and their relationship to the Firm.  If such 

person lacks legal authority to bind the Firm to a contract, provide a current power of 

attorney authorizing the proposal.  Provide an address, telephone number, and e-mail 

address (if applicable) for the person signing the proposal and for anyone who executed a 

power of attorney authorizing the proposal. 

 

3.3 MATERIALS AND SERVICES PROPOSED 

 

Please state affirmatively in your proposal that the Firm can provide the Materials and services 

required by this RFP for the specified course(s).  The Firm should indicate clearly and specifically 

which course(s) they are proposing to furnish Materials and services.  Please state any reservation 

or qualification that the Firm may have regarding providing the required Materials and services.  

Please note that any qualification or reservation by the Firm regarding the required Materials and 

services may result in disqualification of the proposal.   

 

3.4 INFORMATION REGARING MATERIALS PURCHASED  

 
3.4.1 List all of the components included in the Materials (e.g., textbooks, student 
workbooks, teacher Materials, Digital Materials, electronic media, supplies, equipment) 
for each specified course(s).  
 

3.4.2 The Firm should provide a statement outlining the academic and relevant work-
related experience of authors, developers, and/or contributors of Materials.  
 

3.4.3 List the copyright or development date of the Materials and indicate when the next 
anticipated revision will occur.  If copyrighted, please list the copyright holder. If the Firm 
does no hold the copyrights, please indicate the rights that the Firm has obtained to 
distribute and sell those copyrighted Materials. State whether the proposed Materials are 
periodically updated and, if so, please state the update schedule and how the updates are 
accomplished and distributed to existing purchasers of those Materials.  
 

3.4.4 State specifically how the Materials align with local, state, or national standards 
for the course(s) where the Materials are proposed to be used.  
 

3.4.5 State specifically how multicultural education is incorporated into the Materials.  
Multicultural education includes, but is not limited to, studies relative to the culture, history 
and contributions of African Americans, Hispanic Americans, Native Americans, Asian 
Americans, and European Americans with special emphasis on human relations and 
sensitivity toward all races. (Nebraska Administrative Code, Title 92, Ch. 10, § 004.01F).  
 
3.4.6 Firms must identify if their proposed Materials have their own Learning 
Management System ("LMS") and if so, what Learning Management System software is 
used  and whether the LMS used by the Firm integrates with other LMS software. 
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3.5  PRINT ACCESS PLAN 

 

The District prefers editable, printable Materials to facilitate customization, alignment with pacing 

guides, and inclusion of supplementary content tailored to student needs.  The Firm’s proposal 

must include a detailed plan for providing access to the Materials in printable Portable Document 

Format (PDF) for the District’s use as provided in Section 2.5 above. This includes but is not limited 

to, consumable workbooks, instructional guides, and supplementary resources. The proposal 

should outline the process for secure file transfer, permissions granted for printing, and measures 

to ensure compliance with intellectual property rights. The Firm should also describe in its proposal 

any restrictions or limitations regarding printing by the District of any of the Materials.  

 

3.6 TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

 

Please state how the Firm and the Firm’s Materials will satisfy the technology requirements set 

forth in the RFP Documents. 

 

3.7 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Please state how the Firm will satisfy the professional development requirements set forth in the 

RFP Documents, including its ability to provide virtual, online, and/or in-person training, as required 

by the District. 

 

3.8 REFERENCES 

 

Provide the names of at least three different school districts that have adopted [or acquired] the 

Materials included in your proposal in the past five (5) years who can be contacted as references 

by the District.  Please include the date the Materials were acquired by the referenced school 

district, the name of the primary contact, the name of the school district, and the address, 

telephone number and e-mail address of each reference.  A reference page is attached as 

Exhibit A and should be used to identify the Firm’s references.  The completed Exhibit A should 

be submitted as an attachment to the Firm’s submitted Proposal  

 
3.9 COST 

 

Firms must provide detailed pricing for the materials and services outlined in this RFP. Pricing 

submissions should include the following: 

 

 

3.9.1 Cost Projection: 

 

• Provide a cost projection for the required materials and clearly state the 

components included in the cost projection (e.g., teacher and student 

materials, digital access, professional development). 

• Include a cost structure for any additional materials, services, or equipment 

required to support the proposal. 

 

3.9.2 Term-Based Pricing: 

 

• Proposals must include pricing for the following Contract Terms: 

o A 3-year Term, including separate pricing for each of the four annual 

extension options, up to a maximum total Contract Term of 7 years if 

all extension options are exercised. 
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o A 5-year Term, including pricing for both of the annual extension 

options, up to a maximum total Contract Term of 7 years if all 

extension options are exercised. 

o A 7-year Term. 

• Clearly outline the pricing for each additional year beyond the initial Term, 

ensuring consistent or rate-scheduled pricing for all proposed extensions. 

 

3.9.3 Annual Extension Costs: 

 

• Clearly outline the pricing for each additional year beyond the initial Term, 
ensuring consistent or rate-scheduled pricing for all proposed extensions. 

 

3.9.4 Per-Student/User/Site Pricing: 

 

• If the exact quantities of materials to be acquired are not specified in this RFP, 

Firms may provide prices on a per-student, per-user or per-site basis, as 

appropriate. 

 

3.9.4 Cost Breakdown: 

 

• Itemize costs for the following: 
o Help desk and technical support. 

 

3.9.6 Stability of Pricing: 

 

• Pricing must remain fixed for the initial Term and any annual extensions. 
 

3.10 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Furnish any additional information regarding the Firm or its Materials that the Firm believes would 

be helpful in evaluation of the proposal.  Do not include advertising brochures or other promotional 

material in the proposal.  

 

3.11 STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

Each Firm must provide with its proposal a written statement that it understands the scope and 

requirements of the Request for Proposals and understands that if an award is made, the award 

will be based on compliance with the Request for Proposal requirements and the District's 

determination of the proposal that will best serve the interests of the District and understands that 

the District reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and any part thereof and to waive any 

or all technicalities and irregularities.   

 

3.12 SIGNATURE 

 

An authorized individual must sign the proposal for the Firm, and must certify that the information 

in the proposal is true and correct to the best of that person's knowledge and belief.  The required 

signature page format is attached to the RFP as Signature Page.  Failure to attach a completely 

executed signature page will be grounds for rejecting the proposal.  
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4.0 PROPOSAL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES 
 

4.1 GENERAL 

 

As used in this RFP, the term “RFP Documents” includes the Request for Proposals and Project 

Overview in Sections 1.0 to 1.2, the Materials Requirements in Sections 2.0 to 2.5, the Proposal 

Requirements in Sections 3.0 to 3.12, the Proposal Submission Requirements and Guidelines in 

Section 4.0 to 4.15, the General Terms and Conditions in Section 5.0 to 5.24, the Proposal Form, 

the Signature Page, References (Exhibit A), Response Checklist (Exhibit B), Course List (Exhibit 

C) and Data Protection Agreement (Exhibit D).  The RFP Documents are incomplete without all of 

these documents.  

 

Proposals must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the requirements of the RFP 

Documents, together with all required information and attachments, and submitted electronically to 

the locked email address listed on the cover page.  Proposals submitted to any other email address 

will be rejected. The proposal must include all attachments required by the RFP Documents. Any 

incomplete proposal or proposal not complying with the RFP Documents may be rejected by the 

District. Any proposal received after the deadline for submission of proposals will be rejected. The 

District will not be responsible for lateness of receipt of proposals due to mail or delivery delays 

The Firm submitting the Proposal shall have all risk of delivery failure or delay. The time stamp on 

the District’s email will be the official clock utilized for purposes of determining when the deadline 

for proposal submission has been reached. 

 

4.2 PROPOSAL PREPARATION 

 

Firms submitting proposals should prepare the proposal on the Proposal Form provided in the RFP 

Documents, provide all information and attachments requested with respect to the proposal and 

shall complete all pertinent blanks on the Proposal Form. Failure to do so shall be grounds for 

rejecting the proposal. Proposals should be prepared simply, providing straightforward, concise, 

and complete responses to the information requested. Firms must acknowledge on their Proposal 

form receipt of all RFP addenda issued by the District. If a Firm is submitting a proposal to provide 

Materials for part, but not all, of the RFP, the proposal must indicate clearly and specifically the 

portions of the scope of Materials the Firm is proposing to provide. 

 

The information requested in Section 3.0 of the RFP documents should be inserted into the RFP 

Proposal Form in the space indicated. Please provide responses to all information requested. The 

responses should be made in the same order that the information is requested in Section 3.0 to 

assist in the review of the proposal by the District. Only include the information requested. 

 

4.3 PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 

 

To be considered, one (1) copy of the proposal prepared in compliance with the requirements of 

the RFP Documents must be submitted to the District by 2:00 p.m. CT on the proposal deadline 

listed on the cover page. Proposals must be submitted electronically to the following locked email 

address listed as the proposal submission box on the cover page. All electronically submitted 

proposals must comply with the following requirements: 

 

4.3.1 The proposal must be signed by an authorized representative of the Firm using the 

Signature Page provided in the RFP Documents and must be submitted in a pdf 

format. 
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4.3.2 The proposal must be attached to and submitted with a transmittal email that 
contains the RFP Title and Number in the subject line of the email message. 

 

4.3.3 The proposal must contain all of the completed attachments, as required by the 
RFP Documents.  

  
Telephone, hard copy and facsimile proposals may not be submitted and will not be considered. 

The District will not accept links to shared files in any proposal. The time stamp on the District’s 

email will be the official clock utilized to determine the time for the close of submissions. 

 

4.4 SEPARATE SUBMISSION OF MATERIALS 
 
For a proposal to be considered, in addition to timely submitting the Firm’s proposal and all other 
information required by the RFP Documents via email as set forth above, the District must also 
receive all of the Materials to be evaluated on or before the deadline for submission of proposals. 
 
The Materials to be furnished must include, at minimum, one complete set each of teacher and 

student Materials for each course(s) that are specified in the proposal. 

 
In the event that the submitting Firm is proposing Materials for fewer than all grade levels, then 
the Firm’s submission of Materials shall be limited to those only grade levels included in the Firm’s 
proposal. 
 
Firms may submit either digital or print versions of Materials for review.  If submitting hard copy 
materials, supplies, or equipment they must be sent to the office of the Curriculum & Instruction 
Support Adoption at the following address:  

  

Attn: Elizabeth Morris 

Omaha Public Schools  

3215 Cuming Street  

Omaha, NE 68131-2024  

 

by August 6, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. (CT).   

 

Hard copy Materials, supplies, or equipment must be submitted in sealed boxes/shipping containers 

marked on the exterior “Proposal for Middle School Exploratory Courses Curriculum and Resources 
RFP P001-26.”   
 
Firms submitting digital Materials for evaluation must submit the Materials in pdf format along with 
the Firm’s proposal submission.  Digital materials submitted by email should be accompanied by 
an email message with the following language in the subject line of the email message: ”Materials 
Submission to accompany Proposal for Middle School Exploratory Courses Curriculum and 
Resources RFP P001-26”. If submitting digital materials, they must be sent to the same  locked 
email address listed on cover page that is used for submission of proposals. 
 
Any proposal for which Materials are received after the deadline stated in this section (whether 
sent in hard copy or digitally) will not be considered even if that Firm’s proposal was timely 
submitted.  The Materials furnished under this Section must be provided and shipped to the District 
without cost to the District. 
 
Hard copy Materials, supplies, or equipment submitted from Firms not selected for field-testing 

must be retrieved from the District on or before 2:00 p.m. CT on October 1, 2025.  It is the 

responsibility of each Firm to retrieve its Materials.  Hard copy Materials, supplies, or equipment 

not removed from District property by 2:00 p.m. CT Wednesday, October 1, 2025, will be discarded 
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by the District.  Digital materials submitted by Firms not selected for field testing will be deleted by 

the District from its computer system. 

 

   4.5 PROPOSAL QUESTIONS 
 

Any questions or requests for interpretation of this RFP and the RFP Documents must be submitted 

in writing and shall be submitted by e-mail to the question submission email box by 2:00 p.m. CT 

on the date designated as the deadline for questions.   Questions submitted in any other form, 

including by hard copy, facsimile and telephone, and questions submitted to an email address other 

than the one indicated for questions in these RFP Documents will NOT be answered.  Both the 

submission email box and the deadline are listed on the RFP cover sheet. Answers to questions 

will be provided to all Firms known to District to have requested the RFP Documents, without 

indicating which Firm submitted the question. 

 

The communications requirements have been established by the District to ensure a fair and 

equitable process for all potential respondents. The email address listed on the RFP cover sheet 

for questions is the only authorized location and representative of the District who can respond to 

questions regarding this RFP. Any attempt to communicate with or contact any Board Member, 

employee, or consultant of the District in any manner having to do with any aspect of this RFP prior 

to the deadline for submission of proposals may result in the disqualification of the Firm as a 

potential supplier. 

 

4.6 WITHDRAWAL OF PROPOSALS 
 

Prior to the opening of proposals, any Firm submitting a proposal may withdraw its proposal by 

email notification that is received by the District Operational Services Office, prior to the time 

specified for close of proposal submissions. Withdrawal notifications must be sent by email to the 

Proposal Submission Email Box listed on the cover page.  A hard copy, facsimile, telephone or oral 

withdrawal request will not be honored. An e-mail proposal addendum or proposal modification in 

lieu of a withdrawal is not acceptable and will be rejected. Properly withdrawn proposals may be 

re-submitted up to the time for the close of proposal submission, in the same manner as required 

for submitting initial proposals. After opening of proposals, the proposals shall remain open and 

subject to acceptance by the District for ninety (90) days and may not be withdrawn or modified 

prior to the expiration of such ninety (90) day period. 

 
4.7 OPENING OF PROPOSALS 
 

Proposals will be opened at the Teacher Administrative Center, 3215 Cuming Street, Omaha, 

Nebraska 68131 in public immediately following the proposal submission deadline stated on the 

RFP Document cover page. Those submitting proposals can attend the opening in person or join 

the opening remotely by accessing Microsoft Teams meeting at 1 402-509-3892 within the United 

States. The Phone Conference ID is listed on the RFP cover page. If attending in person, please 

arrive at the security desk at least 15 minutes prior to the 2:00 p.m. CT deadline.  

 

4.8 PROPOSAL TABULATION 
 

Notes may be taken at the public reading of the proposals at the specified time and date of the 

opening, or a personal inspection may be made of the proposals after award has been made and 

documents are placed in central files. In lieu of a visit, a tabulation of an awarded proposal may be 

obtained by a written request including the proposal number, a self-addressed envelope, and a 

check for $5.00 for the first 20 pages and $0.25 for each additional page over 20 pages, (do not 

send cash), payable to Douglas County School District 0001, for each proposal tabulation 
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requested. The request may be included with a proposal or mailed to the Purchasing Division of 

the District. 

 

4.9 REVIEW OF PROPOSALS 
 

All proposals received will be reviewed by an evaluation committee consisting of District staff and 

appointed individuals who will determine the Firms whose Materials will be selected for field testing 

and also will make recommendations to the Board of Education of the District as to which Firm or 

Firms submitting proposals should selected to provide Materials to the District. The evaluation 

committee may invite Firms to in person or virtual presentations or demonstrations to clarify 

proposal submissions as a part of the evaluation process. Any costs incurred by a Firm associated 

with presenting or demonstrating their materials will be the responsibility of the Firm incurring such 

costs to pay and will not be reimbursed by the District.  

 
4.10  PROPOSAL EVALUATION AND SELECTION CRITERIA 

 

The evaluation committee will utilize the following criteria, plus other such criteria as it deems 

relevant in its sole discretion, to make its recommendation to the Board.  

 

4.10.1 Relevant qualifications of the Firm’s Materials based on education and experience. 
 

4.10.2 Compliance of the Materials with legal requirements and RFP Documents 
requirements. 

 

4.10.3 The experience of the Firm and its personnel in providing Materials and services 
in large, diverse and urban districts and in performing its prior contractual 
obligations to the District. 

 

4.10.4 Availability of Firm resources to meet the schedule and project requirements. 
 
4.10.5 Information supplied by references. 
 
4.10.6 The results of Material reviews and demonstrations, if conducted, including the 

content of the Materials, and stakeholder surveys. 
 
4.10.7 The results of the field testing (final selection only). 
 
4.10.8 Cost of the Materials. 

 
4.11 SELECTION PROCESS FOR FIELD TESTING 
  

As a part of the selection process, presentations or demonstrations may be conducted by the 

evaluation committee with those Firms selected by the evaluation committee for further evaluation.  

Presentations or demonstrations will be held at the District's offices in Omaha, Nebraska or virtually, 

based on the initial evaluations and reference checks.  Firms selected for presentations or 

demonstrations may be provided with a specific format for presenting to the evaluation committee.  

All costs incurred by the Firms to participate in such presentations will be the responsibility of the 

Firm.  Following the evaluation of Materials, reference checks and presentations (if conducted), the 

District will select the Firms that will be asked to submit their Materials for field testing during the 

2025-2026 school year.   
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4.12 FIELD TESTING 

 

The Firm or Firms selected by the District for field testing of the Materials must meet the following 

requirements in order for their Materials to be field tested by the District: 

 

4.12.1 A class set of Materials, not to exceed 9 class sets, (hard copy or digital) including 
digital access to any available learning platform for each course and teacher will 
be required for the field-testing process, to be furnished to the District at the 
expense of the selected Firms. Teacher field-test materials including digital access 
are required for each classroom. Selected field-test teachers will use each 
resource for up to a nine (9) week cycle.  See Section 2.2 of this RFP for 
technology requirements for field testing. 

 
4.12.2  The Firm or Firms selected for field testing will work with District staff to determine 

the exact number of digital subscriptions for the field-testing Materials that are 
needed. 

 
4.12.3 Materials selected for fall 2025 field testing will be delivered to individual school 

sites designated by the District, at the expense of the Firm, and must arrive no 
later than October 1, 2025. 

 

4.12.4 Each Firm whose materials are selected for field testing must provide up to four, 
three-hour training sessions for teachers participating in the field testing on the 
use of the Materials prior to and during the field testing.  Such training will be held 
in Omaha, Nebraska, or may occur virtually, and all expenses of such training will 
be the responsibility of the Firm providing the training.  Recordings of virtual 
meetings must be made available to the District throughout the duration of the 
selection process.  The selected Firms will work with the District’s Curriculum and 
Instruction Support personnel to determine content for the trainings.  

 

4.12.5 Each Firm participating in field testing will create and monitor an interactive forum 

for teacher questions and answers during the field test. 

 

4.12.6 Each Firm participating in field testing will create one 30-minute video for 

community members that reviews the structure of a lesson, independent practice, 

support for families, blended learning opportunities, supports for English language 

learners, tiered instruction to meet the needs of all learners, multicultural inclusion, 

and accessibility. 

 

4.12.7 At the completion of field testing, Firms participating in field testing that are not 

selected as successful Firms must, at their cost, pick-up the field-testing Materials 

within 15 days after being notified by the District that they have not be selected.  

Materials not removed from District property by 2:00 pm CT on the last day to 

remove such Materials will be discarded by the District.  Digital materials submitted 

by Firms not selected as successful Firms will be deleted by the District from its 

computer system.   

 

4.12.8 Firms will be responsible for shipping all field test Materials directly to teachers at 

the designated OPS locations.  The names of the teachers and their school 

locations will be provided to the Firms involved with field testing.  Firms will be 

responsible for picking up items after the review if they are not selected for the field 

testing.   
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4.12.9 Firms will be required to provide instructional pacing guides for field test teachers 

based on the content standards provided by the District. 

 

4.12.10 Firms will be required to complete and sign the District’s standard Data Protection 
Agreement (DPA) with the District prior to the start of field testing.  Please see 
Exhibit D of this RFP. 

 
4.12.11 The Firm or Firms selected to furnish the Materials will also be required to sign 

another DPA at the time the Contract for the Materials is signed. 
 

4.13 FINAL PROPOSAL EVALUATION 
 

Following the completion of the District’s review of the proposals and completion of the field testing, 

the evaluation committee will evaluate the results of the proposal review and field testing, together 

with other information the committee has obtained from references and from presentations and 

demonstrations of Materials, if conducted.  Based on the evaluation criteria set forth in Section 4.10 

above and such other additional criteria and any other information as the District believes in its 

discretion to be relevant to the evaluation, the evaluation committee will determine the Firm or 

Firms that it will recommend to the Board of Education to furnish the Materials referred to in the 

RFP Documents that should be purchased for District use. The District reserves the right to reject 

any or all proposals or any part thereof and to waive any or all technicalities and irregularities and 

award the proposal based on its determination of the best interests of the District.  Upon Board 

approval of the Materials, the District will negotiate a Contract for purchase of the Materials with 

the selected Firm or Firms, which negotiation will include the cost of the Materials to the District (as 

used in the RFP Documents, the ”Contract”).  If the District and any of the selected Firm or Firms 

cannot successfully negotiate a contract, the selection of that Firm or Firms will be withdrawn, and 

the District shall undertake negotiations for a Contract with another Firm of the District's choosing.  

The Contract or Contracts, when negotiated, will be presented to the Board of Education for 

approval.  The District’s Board of Education must approve all contracts of $50,000.00 or more. 

 

  4.14 RFP RESPONSE CHECKLIST 

 

The District has provided an RFP Response Checklist to assist in the preparation and submission 

of proposals. The purpose of the checklist is to ensure that Firms clearly indicate where each RFP 

requirement is addressed in their proposal. This checklist is designed to streamline the evaluation 

process and ensure that proposals are comprehensive and aligned with the District's expectations. 

 

• Firms must complete the RFP Response Checklist from the RFP Documents provided by the 

District.  A checklist page is attached to these RFP Documents as Exhibit B. 

 

• For each requirement listed in the checklist, Firms must indicate the section(s) and page 

number(s) of their proposal where the corresponding information can be found. 

 

• Firms should ensure all applicable requirements are addressed, even if a requirement is not 

relevant to a particular Firm (e.g., specific to certain course materials). 

 

• The completed checklist must be included as part of the Firm’s proposal submission. Missing 

or incomplete checklists may result in the proposal being considered non-compliant. 

 

• Format Consistency: Ensure the checklist format is maintained, and responses are clear and 

concise to aid in the review process. 
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The District reserves the right to disqualify proposals that do not include a completed checklist or 

that fail to address RFP requirements clearly. 

 

4.15 DATA PROTECTION AGREEMENT 

 

As part of its Contract with the District, Contractor must sign a Data Protection Agreement with the 

District. The District’s standard form is attached as Exhibit D. 

 

5.0 GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS    

 

5.1 GENERAL 

 

The Contract between the District and the selected Firm or Firms shall incorporate by reference of 

all of the RFP Documents identified in Section 4.1 above and the agreed upon portions of the 

selected Firm’s proposal and proposal attachments that are acceptable to the District.  The term 

“Contractor” as used in these General Terms and Conditions means the successful Firm that was 

awarded the Contract with the District to provide the Materials and services that are the subject 

matter of this RFP. 

 

In the event of a conflict between Contractor's proposal and the remainder of the RFP Documents, 

the remainder of the RFP Documents shall control.  

 

5.2 CIVIL RIGHTS 

 

The Contractor will comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352), as amended 

by the Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, all requirements imposed by or pursuant to the Regulations 

of the Department of Education (34 C.F.R. Part 100) issued pursuant to that title, the Pregnancy 

Discrimination Act of 1978, Federal Executive Order 11246, the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

as amended, the Vietnam Era Veteran's Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, Title IX of the 

Education amendments of 1972, the Age Act of 1972, the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, 

the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008, and the Nebraska Fair Employment 

Practice Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §48-1122. The Contractor agrees no person in the United States shall 

on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the 

benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity for which 

District receives federal financial assistance from the Department; and hereby gives assurance that 

the Contractor will immediately take any measures necessary to effectuate this Contract. The 

Contractor further agrees to comply with all applicable requirements of state and local laws, 

ordinances, and regulations regarding nondiscrimination in employment. The Contractor agrees 

not to discriminate in its employment practices and will render services under this Contract without 

regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex (including pregnancy), marital status, sexual 

orientation, disability, age, genetic information, gender identity, gender expression, citizenship 

status, veteran status, political affiliation, or economic status. Any act of discrimination committed 

by Contractor or failure to comply with these statutory obligations when applicable shall be a default 

under the Contract with the Contractor. 

 

5.3 CONTRACTOR’S REPRESENTATION 

 

In submitting its proposal, the Contractor represents that it has read and understands the RFP 

Documents, that its proposal is submitted in accordance therewith, and that the Contractor is 

familiar with the local conditions that may affect the proposal and performance required by the RFP 

Documents. 
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5.4 COLLUSIVE ACTIONS 

 

The Contractor's signature on the proposal is the Contractor's guarantee that the Contractor's 

proposal and the contents thereof have been arrived at without collusion with other eligible 

Contractors and without any effort to preclude the District from obtaining the services specified in 

the RFP Documents at the lowest competitive rate. 

 

5.5 FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 

The District reserves the right, during the evaluation process, to request a current financial 

statement as evidence of the Contractor’s financial stability. This information must contain a 

statement on whether the financial statement is internally prepared or has been prepared by an 

outside accounting firm and whether it is audited. An internally prepared financial statement must 

be certified as accurate in all material respects by an officer or authorized employee of the 

Contractor. 

 

5.6 COST INCURRED IN RESPONDING 

 

This RFP does not commit the District to pay any costs incurred by a Contractor in the preparation 

and submission of proposals, in making necessary studies for the preparation thereof, in procuring 

or contract for services in connection with the proposal, in attending any pre-proposal meeting, 

attending any post-submission interview, or attending and performing any post-submission 

demonstration. 

 

5.7 WORKER VERIFICATION 

 

The Contractor contracting with the District shall be required to register with and utilize an electronic 

verification system or program, whether the work authorization program of the Illegal Immigration 

Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 8 U.S.C. 1324a, now known as the “E-Verify 

Program” or an equivalent federal program designated by the Department of Homeland Security or 

other federal agency authorized to verify the work eligibility status of a newly hired employee 

pursuant to the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986. The Contractor shall contractually 

require all subcontractor(s) performing work under such Contract to also register and utilize such 

electronic verification system. The Contractor awarded the Contract and all of such Contractor’s 

subcontractor(s) shall use such electronic verification system to determine the work eligibility status 

of each new employee physically performing any services within the State of Nebraska under the 

Contract. Any person whom the electronic verification system determines is ineligible or not 

authorized to work in the United States shall not be permitted by the Contractor or any 

subcontractor to perform services in Nebraska under such Contract. The Contractor shall provide 

such reasonable documentation as District may request from time to time during the performance 

of the Contract and for 5 years thereafter documenting compliance with the provisions of this 

Section. Failure to comply with the provisions of this Section shall constitute a default under the 

Contract with the District. 

 

5.8 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 

The Contractor will maintain, at all times while under Contract with the District, workers 

compensation insurance for all of its employees as required by law, and shall also be required to 

maintain the following insurance coverages: 

 

Employer’s Liability 

$500,000 per accident 
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$500,000 disease, policy limit 

$500,000 disease, each employee 

 

Commercial General Liability 

Bodily injury and property damage liability: 

$1,000,000 for both bodily injury and property damage 

Coverage shall include completion operations, broad form property damage, and personal injury 

and advertising liability coverage. 

  

Automobile Liability Insurance 

Bodily injury and property damage liability: 

$1,000,000 combined single limit 

 

Cyber Liability Insurance 

$1,000,000.00 per occurrence 

Coverage shall include losses arising out of or in connection with a data breach, security incident 

or privacy violation 

 

Excess Liability 

$2,000,000 limit of liability 

 

Professional/E&O Liability 

$1,000,000 limit of liability 

 

The foregoing insurance can be provided by any combination of base and excess liability coverages 

and shall be primary and non-contributory. Liability coverages must be on an occurrence basis, 

other than professional liability insurance. The District shall be named as an additional insured on 

all such liability policies, other than professional liability. The policies shall be endorsed to provide 

for waiver of subrogation as to the District. The polices shall also be endorsed to provide that the 

District shall receive at least 30 days' prior notice of any non-renewal, cancellation, material 

modification, or any reduction in coverages or coverage amounts. The Contractor will provide 

certificates to the District evidencing such coverages. 

 

5.9 PUBLIC BENEFIT 

 

For purposes of complying with Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 4-108 through 4-114, if the Contractor is a sole 

proprietorship or a general partnership, the Contractor represents to the District that the sole 

proprietor or each general partner, as applicable, are citizens of the United States or that are 

qualified aliens under the federal Immigration and Nationality Act. Any qualified alien must provide 

to the District that person’s immigration status, alien number and a copy of their USCIS 

documentation upon request by the District. 

 

5.10 FEDERAL TAXES 

 

Where Federal statutes exempt the District from the payment of excise or manufacturer’s taxes on 

Materials or equipment, the Contractor shall exclude the amount of any applicable Federal excise 

or manufacturer’s taxes from its proposal. The District will furnish the Contractor, on request, the 

necessary exemption certificates to aid the Contractor in the recovery of any such taxes paid. 
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5.11 STATE AND CITY TAXES 

 

The District, as a political subdivision, is exempt from the payment of Nebraska State and city sales 

and use taxes, and no such taxes should be included in any amounts to be paid by the District 

under its Contract with the Contractor. The District’s tax exemption number is 5-0597767. 

 

5.12 TARIFFS, DUTIES, ROYALTIES, AND LICENSE FEES 

 

All applicable tariffs, duties, royalties, and license fees pertaining to the Platform, including 

penalties and interest, paid or incurred by the Contractor shall be paid by the Contractor and shall 

not be included in any payments by the District. 

 

5.13 PERFORMANCE OF CONTRACT 

 

The Contractor shall perform all of its duties hereunder in a good and professional manner and in 

accordance with accepted sound business practices. 

 

5.14 ASSIGNMENT AND BINDING EFFECT 

 

The Contractor shall not assign the Contract, or any part thereof, to any other person or entity 

without the prior written approval of the District, which the District may withhold at its discretion. 

Transfers aggregating fifty percent (50%) or more of the capital or voting stock of the Contractor (if 

the Contractor is a nonpublic corporation) or transfers aggregating fifty percent (50%) or more of 

the Contractor’s partnership interest (if the Contractor is a partnership) or transfers aggregating fifty 

percent (50%) or more of the other ownership interests of the Contractor (if Tenant is a limited 

liability company or other legal entity) shall be deemed to be an assignment of the Contract. The 

Contract between the District and Contractor shall be binding on the successors and permitted 

assigns of the District and Contractor. 

 

5.15 PUBLIC RECORDS 

 

As a Nebraska political subdivision, OPS is subject to the requirements of the Nebraska public 

records laws (Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 84-712 to 84-712.09), which allows members of the public to have 

access to any information or records, regardless of physical form, of or belonging to a Nebraska 

political subdivision, such as OPS.  As defined by Nebraska law, examples of public records subject 

to disclosure during an RFP procedure will include the RFP Documents, the Contractor’s bid and 

any other document submitted by a Contractor to OPS, a Contractor’s questions and OPS 

responses, any agreement between OPS and the successful Contractor, any purchase order 

issued to the successful Contractor by OPS, or any other public record in the possession of OPS 

regarding this RFP and contracting process, whether created before or after the RFP Documents 

were issued by OPS and whether created by OPS, a participating Contractor or any other third 

party.  These public records will be open to public inspection and copying unless exempted from 

disclosure in accordance with the OPS’s interpretation and application of applicable law.  

Documents exempt from disclosure under the Nebraska public records laws are enumerated at 

Neb. Rev. Stat. §712.05.  It shall be the sole responsibility of Contractors (a) to notify OPS, as soon 

as possible, of any requested redactions to any such information or records provided by the 

Contractor to OPS that may otherwise be required to be open to public inspection and copying and 

(b) to indicate the legal basis for such requested redactions. In addition, the Contractor agrees to 

defend OPS in any legal challenge to such requested redactions at Contractor’s own expense. The 

failure of a Contractor to request redactions to any information or records released by OPS shall 

constitute a complete waiver of any and all claims for damages caused by any such release.  Any 

attempt by a Contractor to request a redaction or otherwise claim confidentiality as to any public 
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record in the possession of OPS will be ineffective and not, by itself, binding upon OPS unless OPS 

has independently determined that the Contractor’s request that a document, or portion thereof, is 

entitled to be withheld from public inspection and copying or if OPS is ordered by a court of 

appropriate jurisdiction to allow public inspection and copying of the document. 

 

5.16 DEFAULT AND REMEDIES 

 

In the event the Contractor: (i) breaches or violates any of the terms and conditions of the Contract 

between the Contractor and the District; (ii) fails to perform any duty or obligation thereunder; or 

(iii) if the Contractor should be adjudged bankrupt, make a general assignment for the benefit of 

creditors, or if a receiver should be appointed to take over the Contractor's affairs; and, provided, 

any of the foregoing defaults are not cured by Contractor, to the sole and complete satisfaction of 

the District, upon seven (7) days written notice to Contractor, District may take any or all the 

following actions, in addition to such other remedies as are allowed by law: 

 

• Suspension – The District may suspend its payments under the Contract without 

terminating the Contract and withhold any further payment pending corrective action by the 

Contractor, without penalty to the District. 

 

• Termination – The District may terminate the Contract at any time by notice to Contractor, 

which termination shall take effect on the date specified in such notice. Upon such 

termination, the District may obtain the Materials and corresponding services from a 

different contractor. In the event of such termination, the Contractor shall not be entitled to 

any further payments under the Contract. If the remaining amount that is unpaid under the 

Contract with the Contractor is insufficient to pay for the cost of completing performance of 

the Contract obligations by a substitute firm, the Contractor shall pay to the District, in 

addition to all other damages suffered by the District due to such default, the difference in 

the cost of providing the Materials and performing such services by the substitute firm to 

the District and the remaining unpaid funds held by the District under this Contract. 

 

The remedies set forth in this section are in an addition to any other rights and remedies that the 

District may have as a result of such default, including the recovery of damages. 

  

5.17 TERMINATION WITHOUT CAUSE 

 

The District may terminate the Contract with the Contractor without cause, at any time prior to the 

completion of the Contract Term and without penalty by providing sixty (60) days prior notification 

in writing to the Contractor. In the event of a no cause termination, the District shall pay to the 

Contractor the amount owed for the Materials and services furnished to the District by the 

Contractor from the date of the Contract up to the date of termination and upon such payment shall 

be relieved of further obligation hereunder. 

 

5.18 INDEMNIFICATION 

 

The Contractor, on behalf of itself and its successors and assigns, hereby agrees to indemnify, 

defend, and hold harmless District and its Board members, officers, agents and employees, from 

and or all losses, damages, claims, liabilities, judgments, costs and expenses (including reasonable 

attorney’s fees and expenses) arising out of or in connection with: (i) any negligent act  or omission, 

or intentional misconduct of Contractor or Contractor's agents, employees or contractors; (ii) any 

default, breach, violation or non-performance of the Contract between the Contractor and the 

District; or (iii) any injury to persons or property or loss of life caused by negligent or intentional act 

or omission of Contractor or by Contractor's agents, employees or contractors other than any such 
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claims that are caused solely by the negligent or intentional act or omission of District, or its 

employees, agents, or contractors. 

 

5.19 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INDEMNIFICATION 

 

The Contractor shall indemnify and hold the District and all end users and their respective 

successors, Board members, officers, employees, and agents harmless from and against any and 

all actions, claims, losses, damages, liabilities, awards, costs, and expenses (including legal fees) 

resulting from or arising out of any litigation, any breach or claimed breach of the intellectual 

property representations and warranties made by the Contractor, or which is based on a claim of 

infringement or misappropriation of the Materials, including the Digital Materials, or any associated 

service provided by the Contractor, and the Contractor shall defend and settle, at its expense, all 

suits or proceedings arising therefrom.  The District shall inform the Contractor of any such suit or 

proceeding against the District and shall have the right to participate in the defense of any such 

suit or proceeding at its expense and through counsel of its choosing.  The Contractor shall notify 

the District of any actions, claims, or suits against the Contractor based on an alleged infringement 

or misappropriation of any third party's intellectual property rights in and to the Materials or any 

associated service provided by the Contractor.  In the event an injunction is sought or obtained 

against use of the Materials and/or a service, or in the Contractor’s opinion is likely to be sought or 

obtained, the Contractor shall promptly, at its option and expense, either (a) procure for the District 

its end users the right to continue to use the infringing portion(s) of the Materials and/or a service, 

or (b) replace or modify the infringing portions of the Materials and/or a service to make its use non-

infringing while being capable of performing the same function without degradation of performance. 

 

5.20 SECURITY WARRANTY  

 

The Contractor represents and warrants that it has, and shall maintain while the Contract is in 

effect, reasonable and appropriate administrative, technical, and physical safeguards protecting 

the confidentiality, integrity, and availability of the Materials and the District's data that is processed 

through the Materials.  The Contractor shall also maintain all District data in accordance with the 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ("FERPA"), 20 U.S.C. §1232g(a)(4)(A)(ii), 1232g(b)(1) 

and applicable Nebraska law. 

 

5.21 COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS 

 

The Contractor in performance of the Contract will comply with all applicable Federal, State and 

local laws, ordinances, regulations and codes. 

 
5.22 INVALIDITY 

 

If one or more of the provisions contained in the Contract are declared invalid, illegal, or 

unenforceable in any respect, the validity, legality and enforceability of the remaining provisions 

shall remain in full force and effect and shall not in any way be affected, impaired or invalidated 

unless the effect of such invalidity, voidness or unenforceability materially alters the purposes of 

this Contract. 

 

5.23 RECORDS 

 

The Contractor shall retain District records for a period of not less than seven years after they are 

audited by the District’s external auditors without additional cost to the District. The record retention 

obligation shall survive the expiration or termination of the Contract with the Contractor. 
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5.24 GOVERNING LAW AND FORUM SELECTION CLAUSE 

 

The laws of the State of Nebraska shall govern the interpretation and performance of the Contract 

between District and the Contractor, without regard to its conflicts of laws principles. Any action 

concerning any provision of the Contract or its formation must be brought in the state or federal 

courts located in Douglas County, Nebraska. By submitting a proposal in response to this RFP 

and/or entering into any agreement with the District, the Contractor agrees that it submits to the 

personal jurisdiction of the state and federal courts located in Douglas County, Nebraska.  

 

5.25 NO WAIVER 

 

The failure of District or the Contractor to insist in any one or more instances upon performance of 

any terms or conditions of this Contract shall not be construed as a waiver of future performance 

of any such term, covenant, or condition, but the obligations of such party with respect thereto shall 

continue in full force and effect. 

 

5.26 ENTIRE CONTRACT 

 

This Contract, together with the RFP Documents incorporated therein and any attachments and 

any exhibits or schedules thereto, constitutes the entire Contract between the parties as to the 

subject matter hereof, and replaces any prior written and oral statements and understandings. 
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PROPOSAL 
 

P#003-25 Middle School Exploratory Courses Curriculum, Resources, Supplies, and Equipment  

  

Proposal of _______________________ , a [   ] corporation organized and existing under the laws 

of the State of _______________________; a [   ] limited liability company organized and existing 

under the laws of the State of ______________________; a [   ] partnership, organized and 

existing under the laws of the State of ________________________; or an [   ] individual (check 

appropriate box).  

 TO:  Omaha Public Schools locked email box: adoptionbids@ops.org 
    

All proposals must be submitted electronically to the following email address: 
adoptionbids@ops.org.  All electronically submitted proposals must comply with the following 
requirements:  
  

The RFP Documents convey the general style, type, character, and quality of the Materials and 
services desired.  The undersigned acknowledges that the District will determine in its discretion 
which Materials and services are the best for the District.   The Contractor is responsible to clearly 
and specifically indicate the materials being offered and to provide sufficient descriptive literature, 
catalog cuts, pictures, and technical detail to enable the District to determine if the Materials 
offered meet the requirements of the RFP Documents.  Failure to furnish adequate information for 
evaluation purposes may result in declaring a proposal non-responsive.  

 
 

[INSERT PROPOSAL CONTENT HERE]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
1. Completed References Form (Exhibit A) 
2. Completed Response Checklist (Exhibit B). 
3. Materials supplied electronically 
 
 



P001-26 

23 
 

SIGNATURE PAGE 

P001-26 

 
The undersigned certifies that the Firm submitting the proposal understands: 1) the requirements of the 
proposal; 2) an award of the proposal by the District, if made, will be based on compliance with the RFP 
Document requirements and the District's determination of which proposal will best serve the interests of 
the District; and 3) that the proposal award will not be solely based on pricing.  The undersigned further 
certifies that the Firm is capable of performing the specified services meeting the needs and requirements 
of the District, that it understands the scope of the work required by the bid documents and that other factors 
specified in the bid documents, in addition to the cost of services, will be considered in determining the 
successful proposal, if any.  The undersigned further acknowledges that once the proposal is opened, it 
shall remain open and subject to acceptance by the District for ninety (90) days and may not be withdrawn 
or modified prior to the expiration of such ninety (90) day period.  The undersigned further acknowledges 
that the District reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and any part thereof and to waive any or all 
technicalities and irregularities. 
 

The undersigned certifies that the information in the foregoing proposal is submitted in accordance with the 
RFP# P001-26 Middle School Exploratory Courses Curriculum and Resources, and is true and correct to 
the best of the undersigned's knowledge and belief.  
 

COMPANY NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: ____________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE: _____________________________ FAX: _____________________________ 

E-MAIL: ____________________________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________________________ 
    Proposals must be signed to be valid. 

PRINTED NAME: _____________________________________________________________ 

TITLE: ______________________________________________________________________ 

DATE: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Proposal, with all required attachments, shall be emailed to the designated lockbox clearly labeled with:  
 

Proposal P001-26 Middle School Exploratory Courses Curriculum and Resources 
 
Delivered to: adoptionbids@ops.org by 2:00 PM (CT), August 6, 2025   
 
Acknowledge receipt of the following Addenda: 

No._________________ Date__________________ 
No._________________ Date__________________ 
No._________________ Date__________________ 
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Exhibit A  

References 

 

1. Name of District:          

Contact Name:           

Address:           

City/State/Zip:           

Phone:       E-mail:       

Size of school district__________/students   Date materials adopted:  

 

2. Name of District:          

Contact Name:           

Address:           

City/State/Zip:           

Phone:       E-mail:       

Size of school district__________/students   Date materials adopted:  

 

3. Name of District:          

Contact Name:           

Address:           

City/State/Zip:           

Phone:       E-mail:       

Size of school district__________/students   Date materials adopted:  
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EXHIBIT B 

Response Checklist 

General Requirements 

 
Requirement 
 

 
Section/Page in Proposal 

 
Firm profile, including identification, size, and 
geographic scope (Section 3.3.1 - 3.3.2). 

 

 
Identification of the individual signing the 
proposal (Section 3.3.3). 

 

 

Materials and Services Proposed 

 
Requirement 
 

 
Section/Page in Proposal 

 
Confirmation that proposed materials meet 
RFP requirements (Section 3.3). 

 

 
Detailed list of all components included in 
materials (Section 3.4.1). 
 

 

 
Information on authors/developers and their 
experience (Section 3.4.2). 
 

 

 
Copyright/development date and revision 
timeline (Section 3.4.3). 
 

 

 
Alignment with local, state, or national 
standards (Section 3.4.4). 
 

 

 
Integration of multicultural education (Section 
3.4.5). 
 

 

 
Integration with District Learning Management 
Systems, if applicable (Section 3.4.6). 
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Technology Requirements 

 
Requirement 

 
Section/Page in Proposal 

 
Compliance with technology requirements 
(Section 2.2). 
 

 

 
Compatibility with District platforms (e.g., 
Canvas, Clever, Microsoft Teams) (Section 
2.2.2). 
 

 

 
IMS-certified support for One Roster 1.2 and 
other integrations (Section 2.2.5). 
 

 

 
Details on Clever SSO, SFTP server for data 
transfer, and bandwidth requirements (Section 
2.2.6). 
 

 

 

Professional Development 

 
Requirement 

 
Section/Page in Proposal 

 
Plan for job-embedded, virtual, and on-
demand professional development (Section 
2.3.1). 

 

 
Collaboration with the District on customized 
professional development (Section 2.3.2). 
 

 

 
Focus on high expectations and engagement 
for all learners (Section 2.3.3). 
 

 

 

Print Access Requirements 

 
Requirement 

 
Section/Page in Proposal 

 
Plan for providing printable materials in PDF 
format (Section 3.13). 

 

 
Details on secure file transfer and permissions 
for printing (Section 2.5.1). 

 

 
Compliance with intellectual property rights 
(Section 2.5.2). 
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Flexibility for customization, including 
alignment with pacing guides (Section 2.5.3). 

 

 

Contract Term and Pricing 

 
Requirement 

 
Section/Page in Proposal 

 
Term-based pricing for 3-year and 5-year 
Terms with annual extensions up to 7 years 
(Section 3.8). 

 

 
Fixed pricing for the initial Term and 
consistency for annual extensions (Section 
2.1.8). 

 

 
Detailed cost projections, including per-
student/user or per-site pricing (Section 3.8). 

 

 
Breakdown of costs for materials, digital 
access, professional development, and 
technical support (Section 3.8). 

 

 

References 

 
Requirement 
 

 
Section/Page in Proposal 

 
Three references from school districts that 
have adopted the materials in the past 5 years 
(Section 3.7). 

 

 

Field Testing 

 
Requirement 

 
Section/Page in Proposal 

 
Plan for field test materials delivery, training, 
and support (Section 4.13). 
 

 

 
Outline of field test success metrics and 
evaluation process (Section 4.13.9). 
 

 

 
Agreement to sign and comply with the Data 
Protection Agreement (Exhibit D). 
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EXHIBIT C 

Course Lists 

OPS Course Name  OPS Course Description  
Nebraska 

State 
Code 

Nebraska State 
Course Name 

EXPLORING 
BUSINESS 

This seventh-grade course is designed to give an overview 
of the Business, Marketing, and Management Career Field.  
Students will develop basic business knowledge and skills in 
marketing, management, finance, and economics.  Units of 
study also include:  The Business Community of Omaha, 
Written and Oral Communications, Introduction to Business 
Contract, Career Opportunities and Student Organizations –
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) and Distributive 
Education Clubs of America (DECA).  This course may 
utilize discussion activities, guest speakers, simulated job 
experiences, hands-on activities and business- related field 
trips. 

320100 Middle School 
Career 
Development 

EXPLORING 
BUSINESS 8 

This eighth grade course is designed to provide a greater 
understanding of the knowledge and skills needed in the 
Business, Marketing, and Management Career Field.  
Students will learn entrepreneurship concepts, the role of 
business in society, and begin researching individual 
business interests.  This course may utilize discussion 
activities, guest speakers, simulated job experiences, hands-
on activities and business-related field trips. 

032350 Middle School 
Exploration of 
Business and 
Entrepreneurship 

INTRO TO CAREERS Students learn how to effectively explore careers while using 
the Nebraska Career Education Model and related 
resources.   Students will learn the vocabulary and 
expectations of effective academic and career planning for 
transitioning into high school. 

320100 Middle School 
Career 
Development 

COMPUTER APPS 1 This course is designed to emphasize digital life, use 
business productivity applications, and explore career 
opportunities in the Business, Marketing, and Management 
and Communication and Information Systems Career Fields.  
Students will continue to develop efficient keyboarding skills 
and production skills.  Students will learn to create, 
compose, edit, and format word processing documents; 
organize data in a spreadsheet; and prepare digital 
presentations.  An introduction to basic principles in digital 
media and computer science will be included. 

320100 Middle School 
Career 
Development 

COMPUTER APPS II This course will expand on previous concepts of digital life, 
productivity applications and career opportunities.  Students 
will go beyond fundamental creating and editing skills in 
word processing, spreadsheet, and presentation software to 
more advanced features applicable to workplace skills.  
Students will be introduced to the role of technology in 
society and specific career opportunities. 

320100 Middle School 
Career 
Development 
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COMPUTER APPS III This course is designed for students to apply digital skills to 
real-life opportunities.  Independent and collaborative 
projects will incorporate knowledge of digital citizenship, 
digital literacy, application software (word processing, 
spreadsheet, presentation), and workplace skills.  Students 
will be able to explore and research career or technology 
areas of interest to design and create products for a specific 
purpose and audience. 

320100 Middle School 
Career 
Development 

INTRO TO DESIGN 7 This seventh-grade course will introduce students to basic 
design and web development principles, as well as career 
opportunities in design.  Learning will include basic design 
elements, design principles and software skill development.  
Students will be introduced to planning and designing 
processes for effective media projects including print, web 
pages, and presentations. 

270412 Middle School 
Introduction to 
Web Design 

INTRO TO DESIGN 8 This eighth-grade course will continue to develop knowledge 
and skills in design elements and principles.  Students will 
learn advanced skills in utilizing software for design.  The 
course will focus on planning, creating, editing, and 
presenting ideas through various mediums to communicate 
information to multiple audiences. 

270412 Middle School 
Introduction to 
Web Design 

INDUSTRIAL TECH 7 Grade: This hands-on course introduces students to the 
basics of woodworking, including measuring, cutting, and 
assembling projects. Emphasis is placed on tool safety, 
problem-solving, and craftsmanship while fostering 
creativity. Students will gain confidence and practical skills 
as they explore the tools and techniques used in 
woodworking. 

100707 Exploring Skilled 
and Technical 
Science – 7th 
Grade 

INDUSTRIAL TECH 8 This course builds on foundational woodworking skills, 
challenging students to take on more advanced projects. 
Emphasis is placed on precision, tool mastery, and design 
as students learn techniques like detailed assembly and 
finishing. Through hands-on experience, students enhance 
their craftsmanship and problem-solving abilities while 
creating functional and creative wood projects. 

100708 Exploring Skilled 
and Technical 
Science – 8th 
Grade 

EXPLORING 
ROBOTICS 6 

6th Grade: This introductory course invites students to 
discover the exciting world of robotics through hands-on 
projects. Students will explore basic engineering concepts, 
learn simple programming, and practice teamwork as they 
design and build their own robotic creations. This class 
encourages curiosity, creativity, and collaboration. 

100706 Exploring Skilled 
and Technical 
Science – 6th 
Grade 

EXPLORING 
ROBOTICS 1 

7th Grade: This course introduces students to the 
fundamentals of robotics, including engineering principles, 
programming, technical drafting, and effective teamwork. 
Students will explore the basics of designing, building, and 
programming robots while developing problem-solving and 
collaboration skills. 

100707 Exploring Skilled 
and Technical 
Science – 7th 
Grade 

EXPLORING 
ROBOTICS 2 

8th Grade: This advanced course builds on the foundations 
of robotics, focusing on complex engineering concepts, 
advanced programming, and refined technical drafting. 
Students will tackle more challenging projects, enhancing 
their problem-solving and collaboration skills as they design, 
build, and program innovative robotic systems. 

100708 Exploring Skilled 
and Technical 
Science – 8th 
Grade 
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INTRO TO 
TECHNOLOGY AND 
LIVING 1 

This course is a unique exploratory course for 6th,7th, and 
8th grade students.  A blend of innovative units from both 
the Industrial Technology and Family and Consumer 
Science curriculum are taught by staff from either discipline.  
Students are provided an opportunity to investigate a 
number of activities based on learning units in a state-of-the-
art laboratory.  Pairs of students work cooperatively through 
a seven-day Technology and Living Unit.  Students 
independently choose from areas such as computer-aided 
design (CAD), clothing, structures, foods, lasers, housing, 
electricity/electronics, consumerism, robotics, childcare, 
research and design, and family. 

320100 Middle School 
Career 
Development 

TECHNOLOGY AND 
LIVING 7 

This course is a unique exploratory course for 6th,7th, and 
8th grade students.  A blend of innovative units from both 
the Industrial Technology and Family and Consumer 
Science curriculum are taught by staff from either discipline.  
Students are provided an opportunity to investigate a 
number of activities based on learning units in a state-of-the-
art laboratory.  Pairs of students work cooperatively through 
a seven-day Technology and Living Unit.  Students 
independently choose from areas such as computer-aided 
design (CAD), clothing, structures, foods, lasers, housing, 
electricity/electronics, consumerism, robotics, childcare, 
research and design, and family. 

320100 Middle School 
Career 
Development 
 

TECHNOLOGY AND 
LIVING 8 

This course is a unique exploratory course for 6th,7th, and 
8th grade students.  A blend of innovative units from both 
the Industrial Technology and Family and Consumer 
Science curriculum are taught by staff from either discipline.  
Students are provided an opportunity to investigate a 
number of activities based on learning units in a state-of-the-
art laboratory.  Pairs of students work cooperatively through 
a seven-day Technology and Living Unit.  Students 
independently choose from areas such as computer-aided 
design (CAD), clothing, structures, foods, lasers, housing, 
electricity/electronics, consumerism, robotics, childcare, 
research and design, and family. 

320100 Middle School 
Career 
Development 
 

STEAM 6, 7, 8 Students will engage in activities in the disciplines of 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics 
(STEAM).  Students will develop skills necessary in these 
fields of study including but not limited to problem solving, 
critical thinking, innovation, and creativity. 

100706 Exploring Skilled 
and Technical 
Science 

JOURNALISM This course focuses on introducing students to the print 
aspect of journalism.  Students will take part in developing, 
writing, revising, editing and publishing print materials 
ranging from brochures to a school newspaper and 
yearbook.  Based in the belief that the more one writes, the 
better one writes, this is first and foremost a lab for 
writing.  Distinguishing between and among the different 
purposes one has for writing will be the primary basis for this 
class. 

050401 Journalism I 

HEALTH CAREER 
EXPLORATION 

This course is an introduction to Health Science 
careers.  The course will provide experiences along with 
information and knowledge related to the health care field on 
an exploratory basis 

077200 Middle School 
Exploration of 
Health Sciences 
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INTRO TO ZOOLOGY Students will engage in an introductory course in 
Zoology.  Students will focus on studying the major animal 
kingdoms and apply their learning to project-based inquiry 
lessons related to zoo exhibits. 

130801 Middle School 
Science I 

PLTW MED 
DETECTIVES MD or 
similar project-based 
learning coursewo 

 Medical Detectives (MD) explores the biomedical sciences 
through hands-on projects and labs that required students to 
solve a variety of medical mysteries.  Students investigate 
medical careers, vital signs, diagnosis and treatment of 
diseases, as well as human body systems such as the 
nervous system.  Genetic testing for hereditary diseases and 
DNA crime scene analysis put the students in the place of 
real life medical detectives. 

077201 PLTW Medical 
Detectives 

PLTW FLIGHT AND 
SPACE or similar 
project-based learning 
coursewo 

The exciting world of aerospace comes alive through Flight 
and Space.  Students explore the science behind 
aeronautics and use their knowledge to design, build, and 
test an airfoil.  Custom-built simulation software allows 
students to experience space travel. 

100707 Middle School 
Exploring Skilled 
and Technical 
Science – 7th 

PLTW DESIGN AND 
MODELING or similar 
project-based learning 
coursework 

Students discover the design process and develop an 
understanding of the influence of creativity and innovation in 
their lives.  Students using freehand sketching techniques 
and descriptive geometry, learn how to sketch components 
of a design in different views and create three-dimensional 
computer models.  Using design briefs or abstracts, students 
create physical models and documentation to solve real-
world problems. 

100708 Middle School 
Exploring Skilled 
and Technical 
Science – 8th 

SPEECH This elective will prepare students for oral communication 
situations encountered in both daily life and in formal 
settings.  Students will become acquainted with the 
communication process, develop and improve their public 
speaking skills and their oral interpretation skills.  Instruction 
focuses on the teaching of the fundamentals of speech and 
requires students to perform various speaking activities. 

050501 Speech, 
Beginning 

DRAMA This elective for 8th grade provides an introduction to the 
fundamentals of dramatic performance and production for 
middle school students.  Students will participate in a variety 
of experiences including, but not limited to, effective mime 
techniques, voice and diction improvement, acting 
techniques, theatre criticism, playwriting, improvisation, 
stage terminology, set design, and the use of technology in 
theatre. 

050600 Drama, 
Beginning 
 

HON SPEC 
PROJECTS 

This course offers a wide variety of experiences that align 
with gifted and talented programming standards.  Learning 
opportunities meet grade level objectives in problem-solving, 
critical thinking, creative thinking, inquiry, cultural 
proficiency, metacognition and affective skills 

300100 High Ability 
Education (Other) 

MS SERVICE 
LEARNING 

This course is a hands-on study of the practice and intent of 
service learning and the integration of community service.  
Students will spend one semester actively developing, 
planning, implementing, and evaluating service learning 
experience.  Principals of civic engagement will be added to 
provide students with a well-rounded learning experience.  
Teachers are advised to have attended the UNO Service 
Learning Academy or received training in service learning or 
project based learning. 

159933 Social Science, 
Other 
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Exhibit D 

Data Protection Agreement 

(see attachment for review) 

 
6769701.1 


